| TEM NO 22 COURT NO 1 SECTI ON PI' L

SUPREME COURT OF I NDI A
RECORD OF PROCEEDI NGS

WRIT PETITION (CIVIL) NO 213 OF 2011

DEMOCRATI C YOUTH FEDERATI ON OF | NDI A Petitioner(s)
VERSUS
UNION OF I NDI A & ORS. Respondent ( s)

(Wth appln(s) for directions and permssion to file additiona
docunent s)
[ For ad-interim Orders]

Date: 13/05/2011 This Petition was called on for hearing today.

CORAM :
HON BLE THE CHI EF JUSTI CE
HON BLE MR. JUSTICE K S. PAN CKER RADHAKRI SHNAN
HON BLE MR. JUSTI CE SWATANTER KUMAR

For Petitioner(s) Kri shnan Venugopal , Sr. Adv.
Deepak Prakash, Adv.

Bi j u Raman, Adv.

K. Bi neesh, Adv.

Usha Nandi ni , Adv.

Meena C. R, Adv.

For Respondent (s) Mukul Rohtagi, Sr. Adv.
Ranjit Kumar, Sr. Adv.
Jay Savl a, Adv.

Sum t CGhosh, Adv.
Renuka Sahu, Adv.

For M zoram K. N. Madhusoodhanan, Adv.

For Maharashtra: Shankar Chill arge, Adv.

Asha G Nair, Adv.

For Si kkim A. Mari ar put ham AG , Si kki m
Aruna Mat hur, Adsv.
Yusuf Khan, Adv.
Avneesh Ar put ham Adv.

For Haryana: Manj it Si ngh, AAG

Vi vekta Si ngh, Adv.
Tarjit Singh, Adv.
Kamal Mohan CGupt a, Adv.
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For Jhar khand: S. Chandra Shekhar, Adv.
Manoj Kumar, Adv.

For Andhra Pradesh: C. K. Sucharita, Adv.
Ni rada Das, Adv.

For Keral a: Jai deep Qupt a, Sr. Asdv.
G Prakash, Adv.

Beena Prakash, Adv.

For J&K: Suni | Fer nandes, Adv.
Suhas Joshi , Adv.

Shekhar Naphade, Sr. Adv.
Prerna Meht a, Adv.

S. S. Ray, Adv.
Raj an Tyagi , Adv.
Rakhi Ray, Adv.

Gopal Subramani um SG
J.S. Attri, Sr.Asdv.
Anand Ver ma, Adv.

A. Deb Kunar, Adv.
Hari s Beeran, Adv.
Anand Ver na, Adv.

D. Moht a, Adv.

D. S. Mahra, Adv.
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UPON hearing counsel the Court made the follow ng
ORDER

This Wit Petition is noved in public
interest highlighting the harnful effects caused by
the conti nued use of Endosul fan on human bei ngs and
on the environment. Endosul fan is now used as a
pesticide for the production of crops |ike paddy,
sugarcane, cotton, mango, cashew etc. Few st udi es
have been conducted in this area and its adverse
effects on human health and environment has been
reported. Sone of the studies also indicate that
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Endosul fan is significantly associated wi th Neuro-
behavi or al di sorders, Cogni tive di sorders,
Hydr ocephal us, Ment al Ret ar dat i on, Corti cal
bl i ndness, Seizure disorders, Parkinson's disease
etc.

Petitioner submits that it is a serious
health hazard and the Court has got an obligation
to protect human life, which is guaranteed under
Article 21 of the Constitution of India. Further,
it was pointed out that its ill-effects have been
clearly felt in the State of Kerala and its use has
been conpletely banned in that State. W have
gone through the report published by the Governnent
of Kerala and the phot ographs appearing therein are
hi ghl'y di sturbing.

Right to life, guaranteed under Article 21
of the Constitution of | ndi a, is the nost
fundanental of all human rights, and any decision
affecting human life, or which nmy put an
individual's life at risk, mnust call for the nost
anxi ous scrutiny.

W have heard |earned senior counsel M.
Kri shnan Venugopal appearing for the petitioner,
M. Gopal Subramanium Solicitor Ceneral of India
and M. Mikul Rohtagi, |I|earned senior counsel
appearing for the Pesticides Mnufacturers &
Formul at ors Associ ation of India and ot hers.

Learned Solicitor General of India referred
to the various reports and the findings recorded
therein on the use of Endosulfan. After referring
to those reports, we are of considered opinion that
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a detailed study on all India basis needs to be
undertaken by an Expert Committee, so that its ill-
effects on human health and environnent can be
better addressed.

We, therefore, appoint a Joint Committee
headed by the Director General of ICVR and the
Comm ssioner (Agriculture) to conduct a scientific
study on the question whether the use of Endosul fan
woul d cause any serious health hazard to human
beings and would cause environnmental pollution.
The Committee can also co-opt experts from the
field of environment as well as public health and
also other allied areas. The Commttee would
submt its interimreport within eight weeks from
today and also would suggest any alternative to
Endosul f an. Till the report is submtted, keeping
in mnd the various judgnents of this Court under
Article 21  of the Constitution  of | ndi a,
particularly keeping in mnd the precautionary
principle, we hereby pass an ad-interim order to
i mredi ate ban the production, wuse and sale of
Endosul fan all over India and we further direct the
statutory authorities to seize the permt given to
the manufacturers of Endosul fan till further
or ders.

Place this matter in the second week after

t he ensui ng summer vacati on.

[ Al ka Dudeja ] [ Madhu Saxena ]
A R -cumP. S Assi stant Regi strar



